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“Where there is no vision,

the people perish.”
Proverbs 29:18

“The church with a glorious past, present and future,
where everlasting relationships are built

!.!.!

First Baptist Church Affton
8751 Mackenzie Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63123

Church Phone: 314-631-8750 Pastor: Rev. Dana L. Burris
Website: www.fbc-a.org Home Phone: 636-282-0611
E-Mail: mary@fbc-a.org DanalLBurris@aol.com

GREETINGS IN THE WONDER-
FUL NAME OF JESUS!

Iy message on Sunday was enti-
L tled, “How Iz Vour Walk?” The text
was Ephesians 4:17-31. T would like to
share a part of that message i this arti-
cle. Tcompared our physical walk to
our spiritual walk and I asked the con-
gregation if they walked with a linp.

I used my wife, Sandy as an dlustra-
tion. Bandy was diagnosed with polio at age 3. It affected
her from the waist down on her right side. Until about age
12 she had surgery every summer for multiple reasons hike
muscle transplants, to stunt the growth in her good leg and
to stabilize her back with rmetal rods. She had a dozen or
50 surgeries in all

Doctors were not able to do the final surgery, which
was to transplant a muscle belund her kneecap. Therefore
she cannot automatically lock her knee hike we can. That
1z why she can stumble so0 easily or be knocked down by
sotneone brushing up aganst her. For her to walk, she
st physically push her leg back and lock her knee. She
can walls short distances without arde, but to walle a hlock
of =0 she needs a long leg brace. The brace automatically
locks her leg i a straight position and that 13 why she
walks with a stiff leg.

Sandy walks with a pronounced linp. She must lift
atid throw her leg holding it stiff and straight to take a
step. If she walks a long distance she needs her crutches
o she may resort to her wheelcharr. Sandy 15 considered
handicapped, but she can work wath the best of ther, does
more work than many people vounger and has defied the
doctors by doing things they never thought she could do.
She loves to work in the yard, paint the house, decorate
atid help landscape and on occasion help mow the yard for
a short period.  She does not consider herself handicapped.
Howewer, she does get tired quicker than normal becanse
of the extra effort required to do these things.

With all that Sandy can do with this physical dizability,
tnagine what she could do physically if she had two
strong legs. It iz hard to ride a bicycle or to walle fast

enough or far enough to exercise. Swamming 15 the most
heneficial exercise she can do. With two strong legs most
anything physically would be wathin her reach

With that i mind, I would ask vou, “How I3 Vour
Spiritual Walk?” Do you walk wath a limp? If we have
st ot distractions i our life that cause us to imp spiritu-
ally, then we are not as effective as we could be. In Ephe-
stans 4 Paul told us not to walk with a sparitual limp i the
vatity of our mind. (My paraphrase)

Paul emphasized that we are to walk in the light of Je-
sus Christ and not in spiritual datlmess. We are to not
walk blind to moral values, ignorant of the benefits of a
relationship with God and hawving no communication with
God. He emphasized that we need to stay away from apa-
thy and we need to feel the pangs of a wounded con-
science. Positive thinking iz not enough, we must place
out faith i Christ,

Paul emphasized that our lives should emulate the life
of Christ and we should live so that others wall know we
have recerved the truth of Christ. We are to hawve put off
the old sin nature once and for all through Christ and put
o the new man as Christ renews the spirit of our mind.
Paul tells us to put on the nighteousness and holiness of
the new man and stop lying and tell the truth because we
are it the farly of God.

We are not to display anger, hitterness or wrath, as that
will let Satan get a foothold. We are to forgive others and
not hold grudges because we have been forgiven. We are
to labor with our hands to make a living and to be able to
give to others. We are told to let no filthy communication
come out of our mouths. The bucket of the mouth draws
out of the well of the heart. We should not be a part of
profanity or filthy jokes

Finally, Paul savs we are not to grieve the Holy Spirit.
He says we are sealed until the day of redemption, so we
do not lose our salvation. Howewer, we should not grieve
the Holy Spirit by allowing sin i our lives. That causes
1us to have a spiritual limp. God 15 Holy and He demands
holiness from us. Ifwe gossp, lie, steal, and use unclean
language or any number of sins that make us dirty, the
Holy Spirit cannot use us. Therefore we walk wath a spiri-
tual limp. (By the way gossip 15 rumor or talk of a sensa-
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tional or intimate nature. It may be the truth, but what 13
the purpose for telling %) Paul said we were to edify or
build up others by our speech.

Again, think what Sandy could do iof she did not have a
physical limp. MNow, what could you do for the kingdom
of God if vou don’t have a spintual limp? Sandy has to
live with her physical limp. You don’t have to live with a
spiritual limp. God will bring cleansing today if vou ask
Hitn to.

I hope to see you Sunday as [ share a word from the
Lord. May vou have a friend by vour side, a Bible m your
hand and a smile on your face. May God richly hless youl

JUST REMEMBER THAT GOD LOVES YOU AND

S0 DO SANDY AND I

COMMUNION SERVICE

[\

_ords Supprsr

Sunday night, August 10t at
f:00 pin we will observe our
Cotarunion Service during the
evernng worship service. There
are some of our people who are not able to attend on Sun-
day mornmg so they miss our Communion Service.
Flease come and be a part of this special evening Lord’ s
Supper Service. We will also recerve an offering for our
Benevolence ministry, so cotmne prepared to give as the
Lord directs. &g often as we celebrate this service we are
to do it in remembrance of Him who died in our place and
rose again as the ultimate sacrifice for sm.

FALL BRANSON TEIP

October 23-25, 2008 15 the date
scheduled for the fall trip to Bran-
soty, Missouri sponsored by the
Hilltopper group. The trip mcludes
5 shows (Sight and Sound “Noah,” The Shepherd of the
Hills outdoor theatre, The Presley’s, Celebrate Aterica
and the Entertamers atthe Andy Williams™ Theatre). Ac-
cotatnodations are 2 ghts at the Best Western Branszon
Inn Conference Center with deluxe continental breakfast.
The trip includes three meals (Lambert’s, McFarlain’s and
otie to be decided) and a trip to shop at the outlet malls
and the Branson Landing  ¥Vou do not have to be a senor
adult or a member of the Hilltopper Group to go on this
trip. You alzo do not have to be a member of our church
to attend. We have reserved a 47-passenger bus but can
get a Sh-passenger bus if needed. ¥ou are encouraged to
inite friends, farmly and neighbors to go on this trip. We
rst have your reservation and depostt of § 150,00 by
Sunday, August 312 Fifty dollars of this m nonrefundahle
as “Sight and Sound” requires full payment before they
will reserve specific seats for us. If we cancel with themmn,
they will not refund our money, only give us credit for a
future show. October 15 a busy time 1n Bransor, espe-
cially with senior citizens travelmng and “Sight and Sound”
will book gquickly. We need to make our reservations very
soofn. Please send in vour deposit as soon as khow you
want to go on this trip.

GRANDDAUGHTER FIX

It is about one month away, but Pastor Dana and Sandy will be heading
to Phoenix, Arizona on Wednesday August 27t and returning
Wednesday, September 3'd. They seriously need a Granddaughter
"fix." They also enjoy seeing their son and daughter-in-law. The
advance planning allows you to place this on your calendar for future
reference. Decisions will be made on who will fill the pulpit in his
absence in the coming days.

Angust 23rd, 8:30 AM

There are a number of jobs that

need to be worked on inside and
outside at the church. Vour help
would be appreciated for as long
as you can stay. See Jernry if vou can help.
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rade and festrnties. This year we
B Dayr

have hegun the mitial planning
stages to have a barbecue meal
of1 our lot and entertattunent.  We have contacted aman
who does music for “Block Parties™ at Kingshighway
Baptist Church each year. He plays 1 a hand and has a lot
of contacts with musicians. The 5t Lows Metro Baptist
Azsociation has a portable stage and sound system that we
have reserved as well as their shio cone machine, We
would like to do this in the late afternoon or early evening.
We may want to provide activities for the cluldren, have a
craft hooth and other assorted actrwities. We could sell the
food and drinks to retmburse the costs. We wall let you
know more as the plan dewvelops. If vou hawve suggestions
ot ideas or you would like to help with this special project,
please call the church office. This could be like a glant
“Block Party™ that would give people a fun, safe and
wholezome evering of food, relaszation and entertanment.
We should be able to do this with minimal cost. Please
pray about the possibility of our hosting this event.

AFFTON DAYS









