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“Where there is no vision,

the people perish.”
Proverbs 29:18

“The church with a glorious past, present and future,
where everlasting relationships are built
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GREETINGS IN THE WONDER-
FUL NAME OF JESUS!

& Thiz 15 one of the more difficult ar-
L ticles [ have written. It 12 really hard to
even hegin the process. [ am not re-
quired to write on this subject, but I
choose to. One of our Deacons, Leroy
Dretman passed away on Sunday night,
July 20th about 11:15 pm at 5t An-
thony's Hospital Leroy had just
turned 44 i June.

Leroy 15 survived by his wife, Kin, three cluldren,
Draniel age 11, Abbey age 7 and an older son Michael who
lives at Bonne Terre, Missourt. They also hawve 3 grand-
children. His Mother and Father, their spouses and lus
two brothers survive hitn as well

Leroy was a Deacon, helped wath our sound systemn,
produced DVD and wideo programs, did photo graphic
work around the church and also helped with the youth
atid children at different times. He and Daniel went to
Children’s camp on June 20-22 and he had a great weelk
He had been hawng some metmory problems and doctors
were concerned about possible long-term dementia. That
all cleared up the week he was at Children’™s Camp. He
was rejoicin g with me on Wednesday night ahout how his
mind had cleared up and s memory had returned. He
described it like turning a light bulb on and he felt he was
pretty tnuch back to normal,

Leroy was working in Vacation Bible School with the
sound and wideo, taking pictures and st as an all around
helper. He was doing well Wednesday night and also on
Thursday morning. He was enjoying himself and looking
forward to going to Boy Scout Catnp in Michigan early
last Bunday morning. In fact, he was very excited as he
talleed with Sandy and me on Wednesday night after VBS
atid shared with uz his plans for the tnp.

Thursday morming July 17th Leroy went to the doctor
to hawve the pamn pump disconnected from hs back He had
heen through back surgery and was i constant pain, so a
putnp had been implanted. He was then to get an MEI on
his knee for a possible replacement. He drove himself to

the MEI center. At some point the ambulance was called
from the MEI center and he was taken to 5t Anthony's
Hospital.

The doctors do not know exactly what happened. At
sotne point he had a setzure causing his temperature to
soar to 108 degrees. This caused his heart and lungs to
shut down and he was put on life support. He had multi-
ple organ falure and was on arespirator. Doctors never
would give a prognosis, but considered the siiation very
critical. There was just too much damage from the high
fewer, hus ladneys shut down and he passed away Sunday
i ght.

Leroy was a veteran serving in the United States Army.
He would have made a career of it as he loved the Army,
but hiz many orthopedic problems made this mmpossihle.
Leroy was very active around the church and had taken
the wouth to catnp and served as a counselor i both youth
atd chaldren’s camps. He also was an awid photographer
atd would take pictures at these camps and then turn them
iito DVD or VCR format to show i church,

Leroy was also a Scout Master and loved the Boy
Scouts. He was very active in work with them and at-
tended many of thet camps. He worleed wath the boys,
pulled camping tratlers, hauled gear and did anything re-
quested of hin. Leroy also did anything requested of him
around the church and would produce VEBS wideos to give
to the parents.

Al of us will mizs Leroy and we need to pray for Kin
atd the fatrly and give them our support. Leroy s pass-
g 15 a shock to all of us. It emphasizes the brewity of life
atid shows us how we need to make the most of each day.
We know where Leroy 15, He 15 at home with the Lord
hecause he had trusted Jesus Christ as his own personal
Sawior. He 12 no longer in pain or suffenng. We do not
cty for hitn but for ourselves and the fact that we will
never see hitn in this life again. Howewver, we know that
we can meet him i Heaven someday.

The greatest compliment to Leroy and his life would be
that i his passing someone would come to know Jesus
Christ as their own personal Sawor. Leroy would tell vou
that wou need to be ready for this hour as he was and that
he wants to see you again someday and the only way that
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cat happen 15 for you to know Jesus Christ as yvour own
personal Savior and have a relationship with him.

Flease retnember Kim, Daniel, Abbey, Michael and all
of the farnily i vour prayers as they face this very diffi-
cult tine. Also, in days to come [ am sure she would ap-
preciate your calls, cards, letters and a personal wisit or
vou tight like to take her out to lunch or for an outing n
days to come. Kim and the children are all gomg to need
our support and encouragement as well as our companion-
ship. Leroy’s passing will put a large void i their lives,

Funeral details will be worked out later today. We are
trying to let everyone know. Feel free to call the church
office for additional mformation,

May God bless vou richly! I hope to see you Sunday
i1 the house of the Lord as we gather for worship. May
vou have a Bible i vour hand, a friend by vour side and a
stile on yvour face as I share a word from the Lord. This
1z one special way you can honor Leroy’s memory and
support his family. That 1z by supporting the Lord he
loved and the church he lowves,

JUST REMEMBEER THAT GOD LOVES YOU AND

S50 DO SANDY AND I
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FALL BRANSON TEIP

October 23-25, 2008 15 the date
scheduled for the fall trip to Bran-
soty, Missouri sponsored by the
Hilltopper group. The trip mcludes
5 shows (Sight and Sound “Noah,” The Shepherd of the
Hills outdoor theatre, The Presley’s, Celebrate Aterica
and the Entertamers atthe Andy Williams™ Theatre). Ac-
cotatnodations are 2 ghts at the Best Western Branszon
Inn Conference Center with deluxe continental breakfast.
The trip includes three meals (Lambert’s, McFarlain’s and
otie to be decided) and a trip to shop at the outlet malls
and the Branson Landing  ¥Vou do not have to be a senor
adult or a member of the Hilltopper Group to go on this
trip. You alzo do not have to be a member of our church
to attend. We have reserved a 47-passenger bus but can
get a Sh-passenger bus if needed. ¥ou are encouraged to
inite friends, farmly and neighbors to go on this trip. We
rst have your reservation and depostt of § 150,00 by
Sunday, August 312 Fifty dollars of this m nonrefundahle
as “Sight and Sound” requires full payment before they
will reserve specific seats for us. If we cancel with themmn,
they will not refund our money, only give us credit for a
future show. October 15 a busy time 1n Bransor, espe-
cially with senior citizens travelmng and “Sight and Sound”
will book gquickly. We need to make our reservations very
soofn. Please send in vour deposit as soon as khow you
want to go on this trip.

We axtend aur degpest sympathy to
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Justin and Abbey Bender and Haeir
Jamily an the death of Abbey's
grandmather on July 1otk e Salli-
vearz, Adissonri

Eim, Damiel and Abbey Drgiman ard their family and
JFrignds on the death of our LeRoy on July 208 Le Roy was

are af our faithild deqcons and served in many capacities

aroiend the chirch.

The Mioughts and prayers of your clurch family are with
Vs ab Bis Hme,

ﬁt'iﬁ{@ﬁ Cur next men and bovs breakfast 13 tentatively
set for August 9th from 7:30 to 8:30 atm. Con-

tact Gregg Cran if you can help this month.

AFFTON DAYS
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have hegun the mitial planning
ot our lot and entertaintnent.

stages to have a barbecue meal
We have contacted aman

who does music for “Block Parties™ at Kingshighway
Baptist Church each year. He plays 1 a hand and has a lot
of contacts with musicians. The 5t Lows Metro Baptist
Azsociation has a portable stage and sound system that we
have reserved as well as their shio cone machine, We
would like to do this in the late afternoon or early evening.
We may want to provide activities for the cluldren, have a
craft hooth and other assorted actrwities. We could sell the
food and drinks to retmburse the costs. We wall let you
know more as the plan dewvelops. If vou hawve suggestions
ot ideas or you would like to help with this special project,
please call the church office. This could be like a glant
“Block Party™ that would give people a fun, safe and
wholezome evering of food, relaszation and entertanment.
We should be able to do this with minimal cost. Please
pray about the possibility of our hosting this event.









