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GREETINGS IN THE WONDER-
FUL NAME OF JESUS!

R Once again Memorial Day has

L come and gone. I trust yvou had a oreat
weekend and that vou took time to re-
metnber those who have passed on and
especially our military personnel and
those who are still sernng as well as
thei farnilies. We had a special empha-
si3 if OUF service of Sunday morning
to remember these people. I thought yvou might like a lhittle
rerminder of the history of Memorial Day.

Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Day, i a
day to remetnber those who have died in our nation”s ser-
vice, After the Crvil War many people i the North and
South decorated graves of fallen soldiers with flowers.
Thete atre several stories of how Memorial Day originated
atid several people and different areas of the country take
credit for its hegmnings.

COine story 15 that in the Spring of 1868 Henry ©.
Welles, a druggist in Waterloo, New Yorly suggested that
the patriots who had died i the Crril War should be hon-
ored by decorating their grawves. General John B. Murray,
Seneca County Clerk liked the idea and a committee was
fortned to plan a day dewoted to honoring the dead.
Townspeople made wreaths, crosses and houguets for
each veteran’s grave. The willage was decorated with
flags at half-mmast. On May 5 of that vear, aprocessional
was held to the town’s cemeteries, led by weterans, The
town obzerved this day of remembrance on May 5 of the
following vear as well

Decoration Day was officially proclaimed on May 5,
1868 by General John Logan i his General Order Mo, 11,
atid was first observed offictally on May 30, 1868, The
South did not obhserve Decoration Day, preferring to honor
their dead on separate days until after World War I In
1532, the name was changed to Memorial Day, and the
observance was set astde to honor all fallen heroes of all
American Wars, In 1971, the National Holidays Act,
passed by Congress, took effect, making Memorial Day a
national holiday to be held on the last Monday in May.

Thiz turned Memorial Day into a three-day weekend. To-

day the date has come to be known as the unofficial begin-
ning of the summer season m the U5 It has hecome a
three-day holiday that 15 commermorated by farmily pic-
nics, barbecues, opening of swimming pools, ball games,
farnily get-togethers and the running of the Indianapolis
500 on the Sunday of that weekend.

Az aresult of this legislation, Memorial Day has be-
cotne more of a day of holiday and celebration and has
lost uch of its meaning as a day of remembrance, and
many people have forgotten the hustory and true meating
of the day. Our Amencan heroes have laid down their
lives in an act of ultimate sacrifice and lowe for their fel-
low comrades, thewr family and friends, and thew country.
Let us not forget thewr work and labor of love hecause God
has not. (Hebrews 6:10a)

In John 15:13 we are told that there 1z no greater love
“than this, than to lay down one’s hife for his friends ™
Maty have already done so that we might enjoy the free-
doms and liberties that we have in this country. & host of
others still serve today, fighting an unpopular war so that
we might live in freedom and safety. Many have laid
dowen their lives, others continue to lay down thei lives
and sotne return from overseas with severe ijury or
trauma. Please also pray for our President as Commander
i1 Chief and the Generals and adwnsors who lead our
troops.

[ ask you to commit to pray datly for God’s presence,
strength, courage and safety in the lives of our military
personniel and their farmlies. Many of them have had thew
tour of duty extended and several others have gone back
or will go back for several tours of duty. May we never
forget thew enduring service and thewr labors of lowve for
us.

Iany days we worty over what clothes to weat, gas
prices, what telewision progratm to watch or if 1t will rain
or not. Our troops go without baths, sleep, proper food
atd sometines a lack of enough water. They also suffer
through extreme heat and wear heawy and hot clothing in-
clhiding helmets and armor proof jackets. They are often
without air conditioning i a very warm climate. They just
pray to live another day and get home to thew farilies.
The price of gas pales by companson to what these men
atd wormen face evervday. They would be happy 1f their
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otuly worty was § 4.00 per gallon gasoline.

Flease pray for our troops and thew farmilies daily and
also remember that God loves you so tnuch that He made
the ultimate sacrifice for you by giving the life of His Son
s0 that vou might live eternally.

May God richly bless. T hope to see you Sunday as 1
share a word from the Lord. May vou have a friend by
vour side, a Bible in vour hand and a stile on yvour face.

JUST REMEMBEER THAT GOD LOVES YOU AND

S50 DO SANDY AND I

SBC ANNUAL MEETING

The Southern Baptist Convention will meet on June 10-12 in
Indianapolis, Indiana at the Indianapolis Convention Center. The
Pastor's Conference will precede the convention on June 8-9. Please
pray for these meetings as well as the spiritual refreshment of the
pastors and families who attend. We have several men running for the
office of president and thereis till alot of unrest in the convention.
Our churches are aso facing many difficulties. We need to get back to
our focus of reaching people with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Pastor Dana has chosen not to attend the convention thisyear. The
budget callsfor a

$ 2,000.00 convention expense for the pastor to attend three
conventions per year. Thiswill allow the church to have an extra $
2,000.00 of budget expenditures that will not be spent. The Missouri
Baptist Convention will be held in St. Louis this year and the
Evangelism Conference was held in Arnold.

EILL'S NOTES

1. would lie to thanlk Dacle MMartmn,
the Vouth, Gregg Crain and all the
ladies and men who helped make
our church picnic so successful Al .. '
had a great time. Except for the SU ND}W SEHGGL
wind, it was aperfect day.

2. Teachers, [ am heginning to work on teachers for
2008-2009. If vou have an mterest in teaching, please
cotitact tme.

3. On June 15th after the Evening Worship Service we
will hawe an ice cream social.

4. On August 3rd after the Evening Worship Service we
will hawve a watermelon social

5. There will be a Teachers” Appreciation Pot Luck Din-
ner on August 16th at 6:30 pm. All teachers for this
veat and next year are invited to attend. We will also
have a follow up discussion to Sunday School Done
Right.

. We still need the following Sunday School workers:

+ Tweo more workers in the Nursery (Bed Bahies,
1's and 27z, and 373)

+ Cne teacher for 5th and éth grade cluldren

« & Sunday School Outreach Darector

Yours mn Christ,
Bill Wright
Sunday School Darector
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= Saturday, June Tth from 9:00 am
to 3:00 pm at 11300 3t. Chatles Rock Road i Bridgeton.
Thiz will be a fun day with entertamrment, strawherry
treats of all kinds, food and beverages, craft boutigques and
a quilt show and auction. For more mformation call 1-800-
204-6224,

SRADUATION  SENIOR RECOGNITION
A SERVICE
ST

% ig o We plat to honor our two high
tf ]% m:r I} 1] schni{nl araduates, ﬁ..llisn;n Honse and
pel ke Zackery Frame on Sunday, June 8 in
SUMDAY e morning worship service. We
congratulate them on their accom-
plishments and offer our prayers and hest wishes for the
future. We will give them a gift and give them the oppor-
tunity to share about thew future plans. Please pray for
these young people and be in attendance to support thern
(If there are other High S5chool graduates we have

overloolked, please contact the church office with their
mformation.)

MEN'S BEEAKFAST
Saturday, June 7 13 the date for our monthly
Men and Boy's Breakfast at the church. We
hegin promptly at 730 am and dismiss by
&:30 arn. The location 15 in Fellowship Hall
Al men and boys are welcome, mcluding any
atd all wisitors. If yvou would volunteer to cook or give de-
votion, contact Gregg Cratn or Jerry Honse. If you present
the menu, the shopping wall be done for vou. All you have
to do 1z cook the food and plan the men. The devotion 15
short and to the point, fifteen runutes masimum. Please
feel free to mwvite friends, neighbors, co-workers, etc. You
are sinply asked to give us a count i advance of how
many people you will bring with yvou o we will know
how many to cook for.









