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“Where there is no vision,

the people perish.”
Proverbs 29:18

“The church with a glorious past, present and future,
where everlasting relationships are built
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GEREETINGS IN THE WONDER-
FUL NAME OF JESUS!

L Last weel: I wrote about William

L Carey and his great sermon
“ATTEMPT GEEAT THINGS FOR
GOD. EXPECT GREAT THINGS
FRONM GOD.” Carey was a relatively
insignificant person in the eyes of man.
He was not even influential with his
fellow ministers. His repeated at-
ternpts to start a missionary movement were met with re-
buffs, anger and even shouting He eventually proved his
point with the help of God, and the rest 13 hnstory.

His philosophy, which apparently was elogquently pre-
sented i his sermon and protestations, was that when we
atternpt to do great things for God we should expect God
to respond with great blessings and prowisions. Undetly-
ing that philosophy 15 the assumption that we first know
that God has called us to do these great things for Him.
Carey s hife story 15 a testimony of what God can do
through one man who 15 totally dedicated to Him and His
Cause.

I helieve that we are to atternpt great things for God
today and to expect great things from God n return.

There first must be a true understanding of what God has
called us to do for Him. That 15 my reason for the call to
praver to seek the face of God and ask Him to provide the
finanicial, physical and sparitual needs that we have to
catty out our mission for Him on this corner and around
the world.

I trust that vou will pray earnestly and truly seek the
face of God for Hiz will in thiz church, especially between
now and July 19 I realize my letter calling for a tune of
prayer and mtercession was delayed by about three weeks
after I mailed it (God must have had a reason for that)
Az aresult we lost about three weeks that we could have
heen praying. 1 trust that vou wall read and reread that let-
ter and understand the Biblical principles that were stated
there and then pray with eves of fath for God to supply
out nieed.

We are living i a difficult age and we desperately
need revival i Amenca and around the world. Many de-

notninations and the Southern Baptist Convention as well
are experiencing difficulties. According to the 2006 sta-
tistics, the SBC has over 44 000 churches with over 16
million members. Baptisms totaled almost 365,000 and
mortih g worship setvice attendance was just over 6 mil-
liomn.

The average SBC church reports 386 members with an
average morning worship attendance of around 100, The
average church baptized 8 people but many did not hap-
tize one person. According to statistics it took 45 Southern
Baptists to lead 1 person to Jesus Christ as personal Sav-
ior. That 15 the lowest baptism rate since 1993, during the
most rapid 15 yvears of growth i Amercan History, Our
haptism rate dropped 1.89%% while the population growth
of the 115, mcreased 0.6%. Ifwe just haptized our own
children we would keep pace with the population growth.

The SBC average growth rate i 2006 for all of our
churches and mizsions was 1.7 people per church. The
average church baptized 2 people and another figure indi-
cates the average church ganed about 5 members by other
means, stll our average growth was st under a total of 2
persons. Our churches are losing members at a faster rate
than they are gaining them

Frotn an econotnic standpoint a study by LifeWay Re-
search shows 72% of SBC pastors indicate the econotny 18
negatively affecting thewr churches, yet 76%% say thewr of-
ferings are at or ahove the levels they expected when
drafting thetr church budgets. Stll, 24% of pastors say
offerings were below what they expected and 27%% mndi-
cate thetr congregations will not meet budget 1f current
giving trends continue,

When two thirds of SBC churches are plateaved or de-
clining 1t 13 no surprise that 20-30 per cent of churches
find therr giving under budget. Amenica 15 supposedly the
tost generous nation in the world, but only 5% of Amen-
cat adults donated 10% or more of thei mcome to
churches and charitable groups last year. Christians give
more than others and evangelicals are the most generous
with 24% tithing,  Barna Research Group indicated an
alarming trend. The percentage of evangelical and non-
evangelical born-again adults who gave money to
churches dropped to its lowest level in this decade (7%
Matry Christians are now grong thew money to different
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trpes of organizations rather than a church, Also, Chris-
tians are now attending conventional churches less often.

If theze trends continue, conventional churches wall
have to adopt new ways to minister, cary out progratns,
provide staff raise money and assist people. These are
alarming trends and that 13 a part of my reason for our call
to prayer and to ask you to look at your giving as well as
to pray for God's will as well look to the future of this
church and her frnistry on this corner and how we wall
address those concerns.

The prognosis may look dira, but the future 15 as bright
as the promizes of God Therefore, 1 say with Carey,
“ATTEMPT GEEAT THINGS FOR GOD. EXPECT
GREAT THINGS FROM GOD.”

I hope to see you Sunday with a srile on yvour face, a
Bihle m wvour hand and a friend by vour side as [ share a
word from the Lord. IMay God bless you nchly,

JUST REMEMBER THAT GOD LOVES YOU AND

S0 DO SANDY AND I

P.S. Thanks to Tom Martin and the youth for starting the
service Sunday morning with a song “Angels Among Us”
Several boys and airls sang, Dillon played the drums, and
Tot played the piano. Great job, youthl

Fishing Trip Report

What a wonderful Friday and Sat- k‘n
urday for a fishung trip. Gregg,
Justin and [ made the tnp on Fri-

day nght. We got to the lake in tine to catch a few fish on
Friday night. Gregg set up the tent while Justin and
made a campfire. We caught 30 or 40 perch, hluegill,
crappie and hass. Gregg caught a 5 to 6 pound hass. We
kept a few fish for cleatung but put most of them back in
the lake for the next fisherman. We fished all day on Sat-
urday and returned back to 5t Lows about 6:00 PR, It
was a great trip. Check out the reward (picture) of our trip
o1 the bulletin board m the main hallway. There are tenta-
tive fishing trips planned for June 20, July 25 and mayhe
i August. If vou are interested i going, please see Gregg
of tne. Maybe we could leave eatly on a Saturday morn-
g if you are not interested n spending the mght

Jerry

HILLTOPPEES' TREIP
We have 41 reservations for the
tﬂp to Memphis for June 26-28.
®F The costis $ 350.00 for doubles
and § 450.00 for singles. After
yvour § 50.00 deposit, the refnaming balance of half the
cost (F 150.00 or § 200.00) 15 due now. Then the balance
of § 150,00 or § 200.00 will be due June 11.

g Vanety Show!

Shipy! June & at 6:00 prm we will be having
a Variety Show to showcase our
richly talented congregation. God
has given all of us many abilities and

gifts. This 13 a tine to share those with the entire church,

Be creative. Think outside of the box! Comedy sketches,

drama, musical talents, poetry readings, and any other tal-

ents are welcome. Pethaps vou don't “perfortn,” but vou
have other mfts that people may be mterested to know
about. There will be plenty of time, so feel free to sign up
and show us some of your worle, or ust tell us about what
vou do. Agamn, BE CREATIVE wath vour 1deas. Where
does God use vou on a daily basiz? How do you mfluence
others around you? Participants will need to sign up with

Seth as soon as possihle. There will be a sign up sheet at

church on Sunday, but vou can also emnail him at

cartusti@amail com.

ROOM MATE AVAILABLE

One lady from our Memphistrip in June has canceled her reservation.
She was traveling with another lady. That lady would like to have a
roommate to travel with her. If you know of alady who would like to
take this trip and share a motel room, please contact the church office
very soon. In addition, we still have seven seats available on the bus if
you know of someone who would like to go on thistrip. We need to
finalize our reservations at the various events in the very near future.

LOGO SHIRT AVAILABLE

Don't forget that we have a black polo shirt with red trim and red
church logo immediately available in the church office. Itissize
medium and the cost is $ 20.00. The company putting the church logo
on our shirts made a mistake. They embroidered a medium instead of
the small that was ordered. It isanew shirt, just the wrong size for the
person ordering. It isagood-looking shirt and immediately available
for someone who can use size medium.









